Nanzikambe premiers
An African Dream

BY MAURICE NKAWIHE A Midsummer Night's Dream
so it was the perfect choice for
ENCHANTING spirits and  my final show here.
ﬂwobbmg drums Cﬂﬂplﬂﬂ with “I’ve had a wonderful time
back-to-back laughter are what  setting up Nanzikambe, butit’s
people should expectshouldthey  time I went back home to
plan to go to the French Cultural ~ London,” she said.
Centre tomorrow to watch Written by the Bard of
Nanzikambe latest play, An  Avon over four centuries ago,
African Dream, an adaptation of  An African Dream casts local
William Shakespeare’s A  theatre gurus in the likes of
Midsummer Night's Dream. Baba Twaya Sanudi,
Adapted by the group’s  Emmanuel Maliro, Brevo
director, Kate Stafford, the  Munyayi, among other notable
magical musical comedyissetto  faces in the theatre arena.
enthral the Blantyre theatre The shows will be graced

enthusiasts.
The play expresses Kate'’s

by the Minister of Youth,
Sports and Culture, Henry

dream to tackle issues of magic,  Chimunthu Banda.
jealousy and love that are part and Alfred Msadala (to recite
1 of the African set up. some poems) and Upilire
“Pvealways wantedtodirect  Drama Group (to stage a

sketch) will curtain raise the
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An African Dream launched

Last , Nanzikambe their latest play, An which s of William S ,
Saturday, km play. An African Dream, an adaplation Shakespeare's
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A Midsummer the captured above, is brought befi her indignant father
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Ascens from An African Dresm.—Pic: Courfesy of Nan-

sikamibe.

African Dream at The
Warehouse Sunday

by Our Reporter

tkambe's heuvily ae-
ehsieneed plhay A African
Dirocor vomes 10 The
afternoon,
the lnat event for the theatre
‘s artistic director Kate

Warchowss Sumday

ord.

- According 1o Stafford, the
show is beeaking new ground in
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Nanzikambe premieres
‘An African Dream’
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Malawian drama, having pro-
fessionally designed 3 set thnt
use lighteng effects 1o create a

Jmﬁimﬂm;nhqm-
soned by Lodin Investmend Bank
and won luuncleod last month.

By MCDONALD

RENOWNED  theatre
outfit, Nanzikambe, has
received a donation of
K300,000 from Loita
Invesiment Bank towards
the production of their latest
release, An African Dream,

The ph; is the African
version of Shakespeare's A
Midsummer Night's Dream,
which is Nanzikambe's
latest Shakespeare
adapiation following on
from The African Hamler
and African Macketh.

An African Drream will
:J:-: launched m the French

ultural Centre in Blantyre

on May 28 2005,

Among the dignitaries

“Of courde, il o sponsor
came Forwend with 3 view of
tsking the play further, we

i= this Sunday—1 nm e poo-
be will ot wast o miss out
mising this show and will
travel to Blantyre for this
cvent,™ e said.

O this end, Stallord, who
leaves for the LK in two
woeks, mid she would enter
nto o fund-raiving drive once
she gets back to the UK.

“This will be my very last
show in Malawi, so iU's great
that Am African [eom has
Im:n 50 successful. | am go-

to do my lovel best (o
rmc more funds for Nan-

T

who will come for the launch
are the British High
Commissioner 1o Malawi,
David Pearey and Youth,
Sports and Culture minister,
enry Chimunthu Banda,

Managing Director for
Loits  Investment Bank,
Jacques de Tager, said the bank
is prowd 1o be associnted with
the arts in Malawi.

“We 0l Loita aonderstand
that  empowering  the
development of high quality
arts is of crecial importance to
the national

- cultural
\':lﬂ)m:l‘l.l.
“We are proud to be
asgocinted  with  the

development of performing
and viswal arts in Malawi,”
said de Jager,

The director of An African

who kmowa, perhaps | will be
able to bring Malawian dra-
ma 1o & wider sudience. An A~
rican [driam has it all—
mushe, greal acting smd
slick professionalism, so it
will definitely be sellmg m the
UK,”™ she said.
Nanzikambe's :unpnniy
manager Muthi Nhlema is
proud of the group’s achicve-
menls.

“We have created a back-
drop which uses light to
from & bloe sky to o mounial
scene-—il was painted by
Masa Lemuy and % really

-marvellous, | don't belicve we

hinve ever had anything like it
in Malawi, | zaw some skmilar
elfects when | visited a thea-
tre festival in Norway but
never thought we could pull it
ofT here. But we have done it
mnd i’y worthwhile 1o come
and sec the show Tor that

Dream, Kate Stafford, sxid
Loita’s donation was a
timely gesture.

“We are extremely

graveful to Laita for funding
our production.
“With =zo lintle money
available for the performing
aris, the interest from
Mulawi"s commercial sector
is particularly weloomed,

“We are hoping that this
is the first step towards a
longstanding commercial
relationship with Loita,” she
said.

Meanwhile,

has organised a
press lnunch for Aw African
Divears that is taking place
this meming at lbe%tmh
Cultural Centre.

FRATERNISING WITH THE .tR’I'Ib'!S—DtJ#r with east members of Am Africen Dream

Nanzikambe shot in the arm
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