By FHANKIE mcHENGA

IT was one of the funniest
afternoons for theatre lov-
ers who gathered at French
Cultural Centre in Blan-
tyre last Snnday“ﬂ.s the lat-
est production from Nan-
zikambe theatre group
‘Wakutsing Klutu...A Flea

What’s Up!

Kapirintiya
launches album
The Kapirintiva duo of the
Kwathu Ku Ndirande fame
will be launching their new
Christmas release, Taonani
M kholamo on Sunday at
the Polytechnic Main Lec-
ture Theatre in Blantyre. The
duo comprises Ndirande-
based brothers Shadreck
and Code Sangala. All the
songs in this 10-track album,
which is their second, have
been done in Chichewa, with
one Fade Away being bilin-
gual (Chichewa and Eng-
lish). The show will be cur-
tain raised by Japhet
Khungwa and Adams Fami-
Iy and is expected to start at

1:30 PM.

Nanzikambe launches

A Flea in Her Ear
The popular theatre produc-
tion group Nanzikambe will
on Sunday showcase its lat-
est theatrical treat Wakursi-
na Khutu... A Flea in Her
Ear at the French Cultural
Centre in Blantyre. The pro-
duction has been sponsored
by FCC and Bata Shoe Com-
pany. Following the launch,
there will be four more
chances to see the show at
Blantyre’s newest perform-
ance venue, The Warehouse
on December 11, 12, 18, and
19at1:30 PM.

Soldier performs

with Zembani

Lucius Banda aka Soldier
;ri!l h_nlg; TWL -;att Centre

‘ot in Kawale, Lilongwe in
the evening. The show will
be preceded by one at Tiya-
mike Leisure centre starting
at |:00PM.

Kate Stafford;
comedy centres its me:
on suspicions, mistrust and
Jealousy in love relation-

hierw 4_1{; was not trying
 cheat o him when he

s a,'tglral'l copy of
5 letter a.nd

popular hotel
Honey Hotel. .l
eailipon eceiving the els
ter, ‘u""atc-n!: asa; l‘altthL’ilh 5
band.-asked his friend Char~ &
lie Tambwali (Stanley:Kad:
zuwa} 1o, 2o on his beha]f
[He also: shnwed it'to his
other. frrend Abele (Samuel
- Kuseka). whuhappens o be
“ahusband to Lucy the au-
ihor of the Tetter.. E

Abnfq“*:! hot- mmpcn‘:d
Nigerian, man, recognises
his wifﬂ; g h;mdwrkllng and:
threatens: to kil gver}ruqctﬁ |
- involve: |- -He “first locked
Victor ina cupboard Ihmlgh
he alerted him that Charlie
I- had “been: sent:to the hotel:
instead.

Wihile at the E:picl Ger-
trude-avas surprised to see
her-husband’s: friend Char-
[-"lie” wailing .for her in the
troom; Charlie took the op-

poriunity to try to get her
i 1o be his lover, and while
= they ‘aroue an accidental
ratatfon of the bed brougin
in: ‘the - hotel’s porter
Thfmu.tlu:mu (Wongani
- Munthiali) who identically
resenibles. Victor-both parts
were played by the same
actor. j

After long hours of mis-
taken identity while Abele
threatened to kill every one |
at the hotel with his re-*

7, -_'{Ei"-

|
i
1
|

o warmly welcomed the play

'* < was impressed with the
-blg turm=out which 1 didn’

expect,” said Stafford.

o UMalawihas potential i
the arts mdustr:.' The coun
try has tn[l:nil:d artists whi
only lack exposure, promo
tion and encouragement
We would like to ask goy
ernment and the prival
sector to come forward ani
assist these artists,” sh
said. ;
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(T i".‘eu in Her
Euar at French Cultural
Cenfre in Blantyre this
Sunday. '
Sponsored by French

|=_~ emcl:ﬂ o take the -

al_.ldllf‘m 1o o dif-
et warld,
“This is pﬂ:lbﬂhlv m:
Jof thet Rnnkest plays and.,
promises 1o be hugely en-
tertaining,™ -said  the
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uF'Malﬂst most popi-
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iMunthalic, {who s hows=
cases. his talems. incthe
“dual role of the success-

ful businessman Victor

¥orn
‘a5 with nnnﬂ-u.‘.r man At

Stalford said the play
fo be curthin-raised by
kasambwe Brothers Band
“will- make vou laugh so
haid unitihyou can hardly
citch yoor: breath”
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Nanzikambe stages ‘A

flea in her ear’ again

BY TIMES REPORTER

GOD works of arf are ||
never known to lire
even the most lazy and |

bored *connosseur” of arl, simp cg
becanse they are supposed tod
hme

i}msur:h

comedy’

Thr: pluy which was written
in 1907 by a French playwright,
Georges Feydeau but was first
performed in the country last year,
retums to the stage lomamow at
the French Cultural Centre with
all the freshness it had about a
century ago and the creative
adnptation of its local director,

Kate Stafford.
The original cast of the play
remains largely except

y unchanged

for Stanley Rix Kadzuws whose
character will be played by Brave
Muoyayi and the latter’s characler
1o be played by Muthi Nhlema.

In & departure from their usual
performances, Stafford disclosed
that acoustic music outfil
Kasambwe Brothers Band will

also perform tomorrow. in the action packed play
“Other than that, we'llhavea  of Jack Mapanje’s “Skipping
rformance from Smith without
ikongwe as well a dramatisation “We've done this becanse

isite piece of
ant is Nanmkambe's A Flea in Her
Far. a play aptly described as a
‘rip-roaring laugh-a-minute

FLTTTING A SMILE ON THE FACE Nanzikambe actors, Mariah Kambwiri nml Mnyayi,

we noticed thata lotof peoplelike  dramatised Mapanje’s poem
poetry,” Stafford said, during a poetry recital organised
Two weeks ago, the group by Mawu at the Warehouse.



Nanzikambe showcases
A Flea in Her Ear

by Edyth Betha

he popular theatre pro-
duction group Nan-
zikambe will on Satur-
day showcase its latest theatri-
cal treat Wakursina Khutu... A
Flea in Her Ear at the French
Cultural Centre in Blantyre.
This play follows Playing
With Food which opened last
week at The Warchouse, and ac-
cording to Nanzikambe, it could
not be more different in subject
matter.
Artistic director for Nan-
zikambe, Kate Staf-
ford

has directed this comedy which
follows the fortunes of a
wealthy businessman, his fam-
ily and household as their lives
are thrown into turmedl over the
course of an extraordinary day.
Stafford describes the play
as a visual extra with the
costumes being colourful. The
set design includes an ingenious
bed, which revolves to reveal the
next room — with predictably
comic results,
There is also some foot-tap-
pmg lively music which adds to
of fun and laugh-
h‘.rami has been specially writ-
ten by the Kasambwe Brothers
Band who will raise the curtain
for the launch at the
FCC.
- Wakursina
Mm:u. A Flea
ki m Her Ear
slars many
b of Mala-
| wi's most
popular
actors,
among
them Won-
gani Muntha-
li who show-
cases his ex-
traordinary tal-
ents in the dual role
of the successful
businessman Victor
Chirambo and The-
muthemu, a dnunken ho-
tel porter who happens to
be Mr Chirambo’s double.
It also stars Phyllis Dinala
as the glamorous proprie-
tress of the Tasty Honey
Hotel — g hotel
with a less
than shining
reputation
- and Sam-
u e 1
Brown
Kuseka
as the hi-
larious

jealous |

husband who wrongly thinks his
wife is with another man at the
hotel. The confusions, misun-
derstandings and mishaps will
leave you weak with laughter.

The production has been
sponsored by FCC and Bata
Shoe Company. Following the
launch, there will be four more
chances 1o see the show at

Blantyre's newest performance
venue, The Warehouse on De-
cember 11, 12, 18, and 19 at
1:30 PM.

Manzikambe is renowned for
its quality and unique produc-
tions including African Mac-
beth as well as Hamler, which
were both released earlier this

vear,



