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African Macbeth steals hearts
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Narzikambe performa Chilly Heart

‘African M

BY A CORRESPONDENT

N ANZIKAMBE
premicred the
“African Macbeth"

on Saturday night a1 Soche

Teachers’ College, rimnu-y

mummwm

is poised 1o swilily mm
}'!dnma for the better.

In a performance that
included a collection of actors
from diverse backgrounds,
“Alrican Macheth” proved that
Malawian theatre had come of
age.

The play, written by the
Bald of Swaiford os Avon -
William Shakes T{i\dm
adapeed by Ksie 51a
is & prelude 10 ber other play
from ihe same suthor, ~The
Adrecin Hamlbet™,  pesformed
by Manzzkambe.

The Soche Teachers'
Codlege hadl almost barst o
it ncams, s pagnoos fled it io

ity b waich the rare treal,
albelt its starting off an hoar

[E L8

“We are pleassd with the
urm-onL, snd wie apokagise for
stanting late. That is expected
in theatre where so many
things have 1o be done ot the
lasa milwte, especially oa the

pening. nigh.” Nanzikamb

Development Direcior Melisa
Eweleigh said.

Running for ninety
minutes. the plot of “The
Alrican Macheth™ is based on
the creation, &
miximre of witchoralL war and
politics. 1t beging with fonces
ol the reigalng king Duncan
(Twaya Sanadi). led by ihe
valiant Macheth (Samuel
Kuseka) - and

g n
(Wongaai Muanthali) ﬂ#ﬁ
ehely

As the i
returm from ibe
ey are met with theee witches
(Sally Nyando, Ben Michasl
snd Sam Katimba) wha

e Macheth’s rise 1o the
the monsrchy.

Cog o e
arrival, pramates
Macheth and 1 Thane
of Cawdor and Glamis,
Ht:bﬂl'r Is  however,

his som Mabcom (Emmanael
Maliro] as heir io the theone,
When Macheth 1ells the
tidings to his wile, Lady
Macheih (Angella
Ching'amba), the woman
l'nmﬂ. Machaih wo st like a

I'.',‘wns wenily,  King
Duncan (Twaya Sanudi)
comes o dime ol Macbeth's
home. With his  wife's
encouragement. Machoth

moan and usurpers
the throwe, forcing Malcom
(Emmapneel Maliro) and
Dumalbain (Louls Masamba)
1o Mo the country, since they
suspected foul play i their
Faber s death,

I[rmwin; ({111
Banquo{ Worganl Munthali)
knew what was goimng on,
Macheth orders his desth. The
killing spree does not end
there. When oing of his other
trusted generals Macduff
{Muthi Nhlema) dessees him,
Macheth munlers his wife and
childron.

Croing by ooe of the main
theme in e play, witcheradt,
Muacheth goes back 1o the

Iy i
ithe witches 12l him: *Noae
barn of & wamen shall slay

gcbet'h’ premiered

m.ﬁrﬂuﬂ—nﬂdmmhmmw'—nm—n—

conquered
meave b0 Bimam Palace.” He i
therefore convinced thar he i
iovimcible and indixperaable.
The play reaches 3 climas
when Maleom orders bis
waldien 10 uss oo branches io
disguise thenmehves when they

Eu}h;nl'l winad
mrln]; 1o the palace’. In the
Firsal Fear, Macdal, who was bom

& Cocssrean section,
kills Mocbeih nnd Malkoom is
resicired 1o (he thmine.

*The play is & bellHant

Mialawiams are mare politically
caonscious and preparing for
eloctions.” sald one of the
patroas Hasry Thomerofit.

Al the TEines in the play sne
straight from Shakespeare’s
“Macheth’™ save fos i few from
a poner, which do nor exist in
the ploy.
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Nanzikambe returns to Lilongwe

TIMES REPORTER

ANZIKAMBE are plunning

an extra show of *African

Macbeth” in  Lilongwe
following the group’s impressive
performancs last Sunday ot Chipasula
Secondary School in the city.

In o press statement.  artistic
director Kate Stafford says
Manzikambe bowed down 1o
overwhelming demand by fans and
decided to take the show o
Lilongwe again this Sunday at
Kamuzu Institute for Sports.

“We have been almost
overwhelmed by the numbers of
people wanting to see *African
Macbeth'. Each and every
performance has attracted over 500
people, with around 1,000 at the
French Cultural Centre alone.

“We are very keen not to
disappoint anybody. 50 we have
decided to extend our tour to
include Kamuzu Institute for
Spons, which is a very good venue
for such a large show.” says
Stafford.

Patrons who Mocked to see the
*Alrican Macbeth’ sponsored by the
British Council were not
disappointed,

With a castof 16, including Ben
Michael, Sally Nyundo and Sam
Katimba of the Zigzaggers Band,
who play the witches, the play has
been enthralling audience across
the country.

“1 hope many people will enjoy
this opportunity of secing ‘African
Macheth' again,” says the director,

Nanzikambe's *African
Macheth’ proved 1o be an altractive

i

Bt

mlﬁiﬁ“lﬂdlh‘ﬁﬁkm Macheth® perfomance at Bembeke.—icture courtuey of Nensikambe ‘

picce last Sunday. Despite political
rallies and an imporant football
match in Flnntj're. people stll
in la

the drama.

Stafford said in an interview
Manzikambe would take the shaow
1o Northern Region a week after th

Lilongwe trip.

She said there ware also plans
to take the African Macbeth to
Harpre, Zimbabwe.

12 March, 2004

by Chizomo Keachapila

of [hose who have read Shake-
speare’s Macdeh, the vimaal ex-
4 pericnce through  African
g Mocketh, a political thriller, promises
Is he ennichang.
_ However, thase who have not resd
it need nod despair as the show abio
promises to be self-cx .
St in an idealived African coun.
ry, the play talks shout a country
i i ﬂr!:uhd m mdern day dictator-
-
Macheth, with his yeamn-
ing; For power, flghts @ war
ogain the rebel urban
gucrills son ol the koved
assaasinated presi-

1 £ i .a-, -k
Part of the cast: The rebely—Pic- Cowrsery of Narikambe
e —
—

dent Duncan.

“Those who will conse 1 s
it will spprcciate the kind of tal-
et that Mabawi b b the play
which comes at the right thme
when Malawi appeoaches clee-
tiares,™ s Kot S Tord, darec-
tof of Nangikambe, the group
whikch han directed the play.

Though studded with stars
like Sarmse] Brown Kasehs who
plays Macheth and experienced
theatre actor and director Haby
Twaya Sanudi of Alsbama
Theatre a8  assassinaled
BEmmiar
should pot be mmmm

1 will be performing for the

first time but | think the fans
will nod by i inged becacme
I herve also fallen in Jove wilh
Mircbeth's themen of hared,
love and betrayal and 1 hink
people will be abl b relute it
o e Malawizen simuation,™ said
Muthsi Nhkesna, who plays cabl-
moct mininter Mac Dufl,

Thiose who will watch the
play will ot be disappointed
because scary-painted flen
Michael and Sally Nyundo,

nzikambe produces African Macheth

who play witches and provide
the sound hacking, will make
them laggh their hmgs out.

St b be stzped in Tve districts

- Blantyre, Zomba, Dedrn,
Likwggwe and M — the thes-
ST o 0a paying sidicrce with
o performiance of

Nanrikambe with sponsorship
firomm the British Counccil io the
tune of K3 million,
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Macbeth to Africa
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B ains behind African Hacheth_
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